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Each sign has at least three independent parts: location (on the body or in the
air), handshape (spread or twisted fingers, hand fist, etc.), and hand movement
(one or both hands, 1n circles, upwards, downwards, or forwards).

Sound units are combined 1n spoken languages to form meaning. For
example, the letters (p — € — n) are meaningless, nonetheless, combined they
form the word “pen”. Similarly, signing sign units alone does not create
meaning but combining them creates meaning. Spoken languages differ 1n the
way they combine sound units to form words, meanings, and sounds, which
are combined sequentially. In contrast, sign languages combine units of form

and meaning simultaneously.
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